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The Second Annual Virginia Horse Festival April 1-3 

will feature more than 100 clinics and demonstrations and 

over 60 retail vendors for shopping, food, services and 

more at Meadow Event Park, historic birthplace of Caro-

line County’s Triple Crown champion Secretariat.  

Clinicians include Tom Seay, executive producer and 

host of Best of America by Horseback; Horse Hippie found-

er and nutritionist Laura Stopper Batts; Mounted Games 

Across America Inc.; and Parelli Natural Horsemanship. 

A special Secretariat birthday celebration will introduce 

Groundshaker, a great-great-granddaughter of Secretariat. 

She is the last horse bred and raced by Penny Chenery,

Secretariat’s owner and daughter of Meadow Stable’s 

founder Christopher T. Chenery. 

Efforts are underway to eventually welcome the retired 

racehorse as a permanent resident at Meadow Event Park. 

The celebration also includes autograph signings with 

Secretariat’s biographer, Bill Nack; Otto Thorwarth, who 

portrayed Secretariat’s jockey Ron Turcotte in the Dis-

ney movie; former exercise rider Charlie Davis; and Kate 

Chenery Tweedy, Penny Chenery’s daughter. There also 

will be narrated tram tours of the farm, a paddock party to 

welcome Groundshaker and a “Memories of The Mead-

ow” anniversary party with the Secretariat team. 

Eight trainers will gentle and ride a previously unridden 

horse for the Colt Starting Challenge USA. As they work 

with the horses Friday and Saturday, they will explain to 

audiences how they are gentling the colts. On Saturday 

night during the finale, the trainers and horses will navi-

gate a judged obstacle course to determine the winner.

The Southern States Parade of Breeds, which highlights 

different classes of horses, returns this year to entertain 

and educate audiences.

The 4-H EquiSmartz statewide knowledge-based com-

petition for 4-H youth will be held during the weekend.

The Central Virginia Agility Club will provide hours of 

canine entertainment for those attending the festival.

Festival hours are Friday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday 9 

a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Until 11:59 p.m. March 31, online tickets are available 

for $12 for adults, $7 for kids 5-12 (kids 4 and under are 

free). Until 11:59 p.m. March 30, a three-day festival pass

is available for $20. After that, prices are $15 for an adult

one-day ticket, $10 for a child’s one-day ticket. For more 

information, to view a complete schedule or to purchase

tickets, go to www.VirginiaHorseFestival.com. 

Speed, agility and smarts

on display at Horse Fest

The Caroline County 

Sheriff’s Office is operat-

ing under a heightened 

sense of concern for safety 

following a disturbing in-

cident that occurred March 

24. The CCSO is asking for 

the public’s assistance with 

any information that may 

assist the investigation into 

the shooting of an unat-

tended CCSO patrol car.

The vehicle was parked 

at the former Frog Level 

Rescue Squad building 

near the southern end of 

the county. For the last 13 

years, Deputies living out-

side of the county have 

used this location to park 

their vehicles at the end of 

their shifts, using their per-

sonal vehicle to travel to 

and from home. The shoot-

ing is believed to have tak-

en place sometime between 

1 a.m. and 8 a.m. on the 

morning of March 24. 

“It’s a very upsetting day 

for local law enforcement,” 

said Sheriff Tony Lippa. 

“That someone would 

show such a lack of respect 

for the law is disturbing. 

Having spent most of my 

adult life as a law officer 

here, it’s disheartening that 

this would happen in Caro-

line County. 

“This reckless action 

takes a patrol car out of 

service,” he said, “reduc-

ing our capacity to protect 

and serve the community. 

Additionally, the taxpay-

ers of Caroline County will 

CCSO seeks info on “disturbing” 

shooting incident March 24
now have the unnecessary 

expense of repairing and 

returning this vehicle to 

service. 
“We will do every-

thing we can to bring the 

culprit(s) to justice,” Lippa 

said.
Anyone with any in-

formation is asked to call 

Crime Stoppers at (804) 

780-1000. Callers may re-

main anonymous, and a re-

ward of up to $1000 may be 

granted for successful tips. 

You may also send a “text 

tip” to 274637 (Crimes)

from a mobile phone. En-

ter the keyword “itip” fol-

lowed by a space and your 

tip. Tips may also be sub-

mitted at www.Crimestop-

persrichmondvirginia.com

to the completion of the 

State Police report on the 

incident. On Nov. 4, the 

original reckless driving 

charge was nol prossed in 

General District Court.

After reading the com-

pleted state police report 

and meeting with a member 

of the deceased’s family 

and their lawyer, Caroline 

County Commonwealth’s 

Attorney John Mahoney 

brought back the reck-

less driving charge against 

Hudson on March 2 and 

decided to drop the man-

slaughter charge.

Mahoney said that 

Gray’s relative, who was 

himself a commercial truck 

driver, also questioned the 

severity of the manslaugh-

ter charge.
On March 24, Hudson 

accepted a plea agreement 

and pled guilty to reckless 

driving, waiving his right 

to appeal. Hudson was sen-

tenced to 12 months in jail, 

wreck was still 45 mph, ac-

cording to state police. The 

last GPS reading on the 

dump truck was a speed of 

32 mph. 
The state police deter-

mined that the truck was 

overloaded and topheavy, 

and that this and its rate of 

speed caused the truck to 

drift left on a gentle curve 

near the intersection of An-

derson Mill Road (State 

Route 738). When Hud-

son attempted to correct 

this, the truck tipped over 

and landed on Gray’s car, 

crushing her to death.

In the plea agreement, 

Mahoney stated that all 

of these circumstances 

contributed to a “perfect 

storm.”
Mahoney said the criteria 

for involuntary manslaugh-

ter, “willfulness and wan-

tonness” were just not there 

in this case. The troopers 

agreed, Mahoney added.

Regional schools meet 

in robotics competition

With the agricultural 

industry using everything 

from global positioning 

systems (GPS) in tractors 

to radio frequency identifi-

cation (RFID) to recognize 

individuals in a herd of 

livestock, it doesn’t seem at 

all out of place for the Farm 

Bureau Center at Meadow 

Event Park to be the site of 

a robotics competition.

Last Friday and Sat-

urday, 38 teams of high 

school students from Vir-

ginia, Maryland and Wash-

ington D.C. (about 800 

young engineers, designers, 

builders and programmers) 

challenged each other in 

high-spirited games using 

the robots they had created 

and programmed. 

All are members of 

FIRST (For Inspiration and 

Recognition of Science and 

Technology) an interna-

tional organization “devot-

ed to helping young people 

discover and develop a pas-

sion for science, technol-

ogy, engineering and math 

(STEM).” 
The initial phase of 

the competition began 

in January at the “Kick-

Off,” where all teams were 

shown a mockup of the 

playing field for this year’s 

competition, as well as an 

explanation of the chal-

lenge and how their robots 

could earn points. 

The teams were issued 

identical sets of parts, and 

had only six weeks to ana-

lyze, design, build and pro-

gram them into working 

robots. 
“FIRST makes engineers 

cool,” said Leighann Scott 

Boland, Director of Devel-

opment for Virginia FIRST. 

“We use a sports model for 

competition, while students 

learn science, engineering, 

math and computer skills, 

as well as how to work in 

teams.”

Simulated stuck round removal from a M109A6 Paladin, 155mm Self Propelled Howitzer at the EOD Team of the Year Competition at Fort A.P. Hill. 
Photo contributed by Chris Hart, Combined Arms Support Command Public Affairs

Fort’s EOD competition is ‘the bomb’
Military’s six best teams collide at A.P. Hill event 

One of the exercises in the Team of the Year 
competition was to investigate a homemade 
explosives lab.

By Michael Massie
CP Editor

Fort A.P. Hill hosted 
the third annual Ordnance 
Corps Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Team of the Year 
Competition Sept. 12-16. 

The competition fielded 
the best six teams across 
the United States Military.

Teams came from as far 
as Germany and Hawaii to 
compete. Each team con-
sisted of three people who 
worked together to accom-
plish their mission through 
various simulated situa-
tions. 

“There’s a lot on us…

every single one of us, rep-
resenting our entire group,” 
Staff Sergeant Kenneth 
Dollar said. Dollar was a 

team member for the 666th 
OD CO, based in Mobile, 
Alabama.

One of the situations was 

a stuck round in a tank, spe-
cifically a M109A6 Pala-
din, 155mm Self Propelled 
Howitzer.

Another situation was 
retrieving a person, which 
was a dummy, out a dam-
aged vehicle in the middle 
of a minefield. The mines 
in the course did not ex-
plode, but set off an alarm.

The 666th elected to 
plant an explosive in the 
minefield to wipe out all of 
the mines.

Additionally, there was 
a drug lab, chemical ord-
nance, a booby trap re-
moval and many other 
simulations throughout the 

five-day event.
The chemical ordnance 

required team members to 

put on jackets, gloves and 
gas masks. They then rolled 

Mine detected and destroyed in place during a simulated personal recovery mission. The vehicle is the 
Husky 2G Mine Clearance Vehicle. Photo contributed by Chris Hart, Combined Arms Support Command 
Public Affairs

EOD
Continued from page 1

camouflaged duct tape
around their wrists and an-
kles, which would prevent 
any exposure to harmful 
chemicals in a real situa-
tion. 

There were a number of 
variables to how each team 
was scored, including time 
it took to accomplish the 
mission. If something oc-
curred where a team mem-
ber “died,” then that team 
would receive a score of 
zero on that situation.

The purpose of the event 

is to “train, evaluate and 
assess the most effective 

 tactics, techniques and pro-
cedures employed by the 
operational field against a 
spectrum of EOD opera-
tions.”     

666th Specialist Rock-
ford Vickery said he en-
joyed how “hands-on” the 
event was, as it made it 
more personal for him.

“I like it a lot,” Dollar 
said. “I’ve been up here a 
few times and I like it ev-
ery time I’ve been up here. 
Trainings always pretty 
top-notch.” 

Right: Mobile, Alabama’s 
666th OD CO Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal team 
consisted of Staff Sergeant 
Kenneth Dollar (l to r), 
Sergeant Julian Turner and 
Specialist Rockford Vickery. 
The team was one of six to 
compete in the 3rd annual 
Ordnance Corps EOD Team 
of the Year Competition at 
Fort A.P. Hill Sept. 12-16.

Right: One of the simulated situa-
tions was a chemical ordnance, 
which tested how teams would 
respond to the obstacle of 
hazardous chemicals during a 
mission. Team members put on 
jackets, gloves and gas masks, 
then rolled camouflaged duct tape 
around their wrists and ankles to 
prevent any exposure.
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